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SUBJECT: FRONT LINE PRESIDENTS' MEETING IN LUANDA 
REFERENCE: LONDON 6465 (NOTAL) 

1 . DURING COURSE OF DISCUSSION WITH GRAHAM, MANSFIELD, 

GRENNAN AND LAVER APRIL 21 (REFTEL), EMBASSY OFFICER 
ASKED FOR FCO REACTION TO THE RECENT FRONT LINE 
PRESIDENTS' MEETING IN LUANDA. GRAHAM SAID FCO HAD A RE- 
PORT THAT THE PRESIDENTS HAD NOT DISCUSSED THE OWEN 
INITIATIVE AT ALL AND THAT THE RHODESIA PART OF THE 
SUMMIT WAS DEVOTED TO THE PROBLEMS OF DISUNITY WITHIN 
THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. 
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2. DENIS GRENNAN, WHO HAD REMAINED IN LUANDA AFTER THE 
FOREIGN SECRETARY'S DEPARTURE, SAID HE HAD MET BOTH 
ZANU LEADER MUGABE AND ZAPU SECRETARY SIBENDUKA (NKOMO 
WAS NOT AVAILABLE). GRENNAN SAID HE FOUND BOTH REASONABL 
BUT THAT BOTH EXPRESSED STRONG MISGIVINGS ABOUT US CO- 
SPONSORSHIP OF A CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE. GRENNAN 
ARGUED THAT THE POSITION OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT IS CON- 
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TRADICTORY, ON THE ONE HAND EXPECTING STRONG US 
ASSISTANCE IN IMPLEMENTING AN AGREEMENT WHILE ON THE 
OTHER INSISTING THAT THE US BE BARRED FROM THE EFFORT TO 
ACHIEVE THAT AGREEMENT. WHILE GRENNAN GUESSED HIS 
ARGUMENTS HAD LITTLE IMMEDIATE EFFECT. HE NEVERTHELESS 
SUSPECTS THERE IS SOME FLEXIBILITY IN THE FRONT'S 
POSITION. HE SAID THAT THE REASON FOR THE FRONT'S OB- 
JECTIONS TO AN AMERICAN PRESENCE MAY BE THAT NKOMO AND 
MUGABE REGARD A US-UK COMBINATION AS TOO POWERFUL AND TOO 
INTIMIDATING. 

3. GRENNAN NOTED THAT DURING HIS DISCUSSIONS. NEITHER 
LEADER RAISED THE ISSUE OF PARTICIPATION BY OTHER NA- 
TIONALISTS. IN FACT, HE SAID, THE FRONT MAY BECOMING 
INCREASINGLY AWARE OF ITS OWN WEAKNESS. NOT ONLY IS IT 
RIVEN BY DISUNITY AND RIVALRY; BUT MAY ALSO HAVE JUST 
ENCOUNTERED A REBUFF BY THE FRONT LINE PRESIDENTS. 

GRENNAN SPECULATED THAT MUGABE AND NKOMO HAD APPEALED TO 
THE PRESIDENTS IN LUANDA FOR RECOGNITION AS THE "VOICE 

OF THE PEOPLE" IN ADDITION TO THEIR STATUS AS THE SOLE 
FORCE OF RHODESIA LIBERATION. THEIR APPEAL HAD EITHER 
NOT BEEN CONSIDERED OR HAD BEEN REJECTED, BUT EITHER 
WAY THE FRONT HAD BEEN REBUKED. 

4. GRAHAM SAID THAT IF THE FRONT IS INDEED IN A WEAKENED 
STATE THEN NKOMO MAY BE MORE TEMPTED TO BREAK OUT OF 
HIS ALLIANCE WITH MUGABE. EMBASSY OFFICER SUGGESTED 
NKOMO WOULD HAVE TO BE ENTICED OUT OF THE RELATIVE 
SECURITY OF THE FRONT, AND A CONSTITUTION PRECEDED BY 
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ELECTIONS MIGHT NOT OFFER THE SORT OF GUARANTEES OF A 
PERSONAL POLITICAL FUTURE WHICH NKOMO SOUGHT. GRAHAM SAI 
IT DEPENDED ON THE KIND OF CONSTITUTION THAT EMERGED. 

IF THE DOCUMENT OFFERED TWO LEADERSHIP ROLES, SUCH AS A 
PRESIDENT AND A CHIEF MINISTER, THEN NKOMO MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO MAKE AN ARRANGEMENT WITH MUZOREWA. 

5. GRENNAN AND MANSFIELD ADDED THAT WHILE IN RHODESIA 
THEY HAD NOTED HEIGHTENED TENSIONS AMONG THE TRIBES. 
PARTICULARLY BETWEEN THE MATABELE AND SHONA GROUPS. 
GRENNAN SAID POLITICAL RIVALRIES HAD ALWAYS EXISTED IN 
RHODESIA BUT UNTIL RECENTLY TRIBAL DIVISIONS AND 
ANTAGONISMS HAD REMAINED DORMANT. THE RISE IN TENSION 
MAKES AN EVENTUAL TRANSITION PHASE MORE DANGEROUS AND 
UNDERSCORES THE NEED FOR A NKOMO-MUZOREWA ALLIANCE TO 
BRIDGE THE TRIBAL SUSPICIONS. 

SPIERS 
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